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A Juft Account of the Horrid Contri-
vance of Fobn Cupper, and Fudith
Brown his Servant, in Poyfoning " his

Wiife,

OHN CUPPER was born at Switton, in the Parith of
Birrerley, and a fhort time educated at the School of Birzer-
ley ; not making any proficiency in Learning, his Father
1homas Cupper, removed him from thence to Ludlow, toa
Writing-School : Where after he had fpent fome time his

Father put him out to feveral Services ; but not behaving himfelf

well in fome of them, he returned to his Fathers houfe ; and af-

terwards Marryed Fannab the Daughter of Fobm Wheeler, Retor
of Wafers Hopron, about Three Miles diftant from Bitterley,againft
the confent of her Father and all her Relations. Not long after
they were Married, though her Fartune was beyond his Merit :
continual Jars and Quarrels happened betwixt them, in fo much
that their Neighbours were in daily fear left fome mifchief fhould

attend their ungodly way of Living. e

At lalt,he with his Servant Fudich. Brown a Notorious Strumpet,
contriv'd the Death of this Miferable and Unfortunate Woman,

They both long debated,how they fhouldaccomplifh their wicked

defign,and after feveral Confults, they concluded the fecureft way

to cffect it, was by Poyfon. '
This they attempted for the fpace of a Month together : and
what ighey thus balely and wickedly.defign’d, at laft they brought
Her Death being fudden,her Neighbours came and told me that
they were afraid,that Jobn Cupper had made away with his Wife : |
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told them, That if they did fufpect it, (as indeed there was juﬂ:\
caufe, by the words they had given out) that they ought to go-te-

the next Juftice of Peace, for his Warrant to apprehend both
Cupper and his Servant Brown.; and after Apprehenfion, to fend

for the Coroner; who fummoned a Jury at Birrerley upon Afcen-

fion day , -and caus’d the Bady of the. Murthered Perfon to, be
taken up again, -being-buried the‘Lord's Day before.” After the
Body was viewed, and Cupper and -his Servant brought to touch
- the Corps, the Cororier caufeth them'to be feparated,and examin-
ed them-afunder very ftrictly ; and Tmuft needs fay, with much
Prudence and Caution. ' I
But they had fo combin'd together, that for fomte- hours they
ftifly denied the Guilt charged againft them,and their Tales were
but lictle differing one from the other.

At laft his Servant being removed, whilft Capper was under a
fecond or third Examination; A Farmer of the Parifh, with the
Maids Sifter, goesto her,and told her if the would confefs truly, fhe
might be in fome hopes of being fav'd ; 1f\not, they were both
like to fufter together ; the Witnefles that - were examined,having
‘Sworn fo materially againft them. . ' o

Judith Brown liftening to this, confefs’d prefently that her
Mafter and fhe had poyfon’d ber Miftrefs ; the Farmer and fome
-others acquainted the Coroner. privately with it ; upon -that he
was removed, and fhe brought' under Examination again, and
confcfled the-Fact before the Jury, and feveral other By-ftanders,
and fet her hand to the Confeflion. She being again removed,
Cupper was called 1n, and when he perceived that his Servant had
declsrved it, he likewife confefled it, and fet his Hand to his Con-
feflion. Upon shis they were both the fame Night fent towards
Shrewsbury Gaol, and the next day. were fecured there.

., During the time of their Imprifonment, J went with two. of
his Neighbours to vifit him, where we found him feemingly not
much concern’d ; and after fome little time of Difcourfe with
‘him, and lamenting the miferable ftate and condition, that he
‘had brought himfelf into, I defired the. Jaylor and my Neigh-
bours to withdraw ; and difcourft him an hour at leaft by my
felf. He then utterly deniéd what he had fet his Hand unto
before, and pleaded, with Tears in his Eyes, his own Innocency;
- and did not doubt, but at his Tryal he thould clear himfelf, and

that
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that he was there in Chains by the malice of his next Neigh-
bours. [ told him that whatever he did propofe to himfelf, he
would certainly die for this offence, and that poyloning of his
Wife was fo horrid and difmal a Crime, that he could have no
hopes of Pardon ; and therefore perfwaded him what I could to
betake himf{elf to his Prayers 'fmd Tears day and night, to f'q(:,urei
if poflible, the Salvation of his Soul. When 1 had faid wlrt
could to him, I defired the Jaylor that his -Servant might l:;n.re
the Libertv to come to me 3 he granted it prefently, and W ex;l
the came, fhe pleaded her own Innocency hkemfc, and t,houg
fhe had p,ut her hand to her Confeflion before, yet vow'd ihe
was not Guilty : But I affur'd her, as a little before 1 ‘had”heti-
Mafter. that they would both die for that black and _fear-fud
Crime - and defired and intreated them both, that they woul
preparéf for their latter End ; that their times were but fhort
in this World ; and that ina wretched and fhameful manner
they would be cat off : And then I took my leave of them,com-
mending them to the mcrqf( of l:\lmlghty God, with my “earneft
P uapplications tor them. | | R
] ?f?tg'alnl?ag ll';lgt them both in tears, they having the conveni-
ency it feems, through the favour of the Under-Jaylor, (as fome
of the People in the Town informed me) of coming frequent-
1y together, He perfwaded his Servant to take the ‘whole- upon
her, and that if he was-acquitted , he would get‘aPardo.n- foir
TheT‘. ' ) - - o
i vant (as I was acquainted by fomé of my Pan.fhlo--
neg lihsz::t:r hcard\the‘Tryal) when fhe was brought to the Bar
before the Honourable Sir Thoma:c. St.reet, one of: His M31§ﬁles-
Judges of Aflize for the Oxford Circuit, being ask t:-.whethcr. fhe
“was Guilty or not, fhe then pleaded .hef own Guilt, and her
Mafters Innocency’; her Mafter continu’d obftinately dénying
the Fact; and that he was not in the lealt Guilty'; but the Jury
going out upon him, brought him in equally guilty ot: that
Crime, which his Servant had took upon her felf, and after that,
the day following, Sentence paft upon them both-: Cupper to:
be Hang'd in Chains in the Old Field near Ludlow ; and. Fudith.
Brown to be burnt for poyfoning hey Miftrefs. ' |
When ‘fhe faw her felf under the Sentence of Con.demnatlo’n,:.
fhe pleaded her Belly ; and. was relpited till her Delrvery, Wﬁlellclll-.
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when the was delivere (6) . | . : (7) .
apon onee 13,3" ehwei’gd of a Man-Child, which fhe Father'd He told me he would have a care of that; and faid he knew of
longer. But C ? er x!e)gutlon was deferred for a Month, or none; only there was a common Report in the Neighbourhood,
neac L dow. 1 hﬁPz"‘ was fought to be executed in the Old Field | ‘That there was a Perfon 1n the Townfhip of Switton given that
the way at Ro 8wc§ty Og’urth day of Fuly. 1 met him on way ; but he knew nothing of it.
Officers ftaid 3b6g { t m“h ! Hoqfe i 0’9’5“’)’ , where the What relates to the.ScOtchmmz that was murthered {fome years
with this oor :ondwo gurs with him. Anpd after Prayers fince on the Clee, of which he was fufpected, I know nething of; 1
him upon I;Eat which t;nf‘_me hMalefaG:or » I then privately put my {elf being but lately f{etled in -the Parithy and no man in his
Poyfoning of his Wif ?rﬁ ¢ had denyed in Prifon, wiz. The Wits can think that I could charge him with that I never heard
withal told The > i then confefled it prefently, and of,till the Execution of the Criminal; nor did he mention the leaft
it feveral times Sfier o ot Brown and he had attempted tittleof it to me. - :
finding that :hraoue[l. ::Sh Wife bad lain in her Month, and All he further confeft to me,was, That he had had Carnal know-
workt off fraall Potgl _ef {{trength of her Body, fhe had | ledge of his Servant Fudith twice the Month before his Wife was
times in Beer. at la&lﬂs intuicd fometimes in Milk, and fome- brought to Bed, and though fhe was with Child,yet fhe was:not fo:
quantity . of White A y were refolved to give her a greater by him, but by another that was converfant with her before.
the Milk. a violent v’ﬁ”?’f’( In Milk. “After fhe had eaten And now in Contemplation of approaching Death and Judg--
being very thirfty, c ugémtgmg and Purging feiz’d her, and ment, with tears at the Gibbet he bewails this wicked A of
ing her then in aY fai S O}; Water to drink ; they think- poyfoning his Wife, and all other Sins that he was. guilty of,
with more A» fenich igfw{?e)crl g ave their ends bring her Water and with a heart {well’d with the dreadful thoughts of his fad:
being violently tora it:lh lg it ] and  after the drinking of it, Condition, repeats that excellent Prayer for Condemned Male--
cidentally to fee her, C o t%{,“.“cb’ a8 Neigbbour coming in ac- faCtors, written by Dr. Parrickin his Devont Christian.
her Iaft. and the not. logp P erfs d‘f,e told her they had given her When he had ended that Prayer, after a Pfalm, I joyned with:
After he had thas ¢ % E. ?r lyd. , . him in another, and then rifing up, the Chains were prefently.
him abont the death of pis & ve e vards his Wife, I ask’e faftened to his Body ; then in another fhort Prayer he defired
that he had murthered th > ng. Ghildren; it boing reported that God would eafe his difturbed mind,his wounded and deje&-.
had never any thoughts otsi[ﬁ : this c];e denyed, and told me -he ed Soul, heartily praying that God would eafe his broken heart,.
dent of fealdine Pig:h falli towards them ; and that the Acci- hoping in his Goodnefs, that now crying and bewailing his fins,
which had ti‘ogbled him INg upon one of them, haftened its end God would hear him; and then going up the Ladder about
of a Natural Death. which 1 ovcn 3 and that ¢he other dyed the middle, he turn'd to the People, acknowledged his fanlts,.
s » Which nis Neighbours could not but be well for which he fuffered, and begg’d of them to.pray for him, that

fati . .
- fatished about his Soul might be faved, and begf’d Young and OM to take

Then T enquired of him, Whether he had he e . . - :
e ‘ : en G ‘ - - - c &
Ing Sheepupon the Clec-hi”: or not, having bee‘n.lm?é %ﬁ{?pefgeedal,: warning by him, and was Turn'd off.
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, ! The one and twentieth of Aduguft, Fudith Brown was Burnt at
gﬁiﬂ?ggefgﬁag aiil;evvéai?e Imﬁwemh; and wifht he had been as Skrewsbury, where fhe confeft. ( 5% appears by Captain Reignolds
fhameful an ead, as he was b f‘. 3‘-1‘1530 he had never come to fo _Paper fent me) fhe confented with her Mafter to poyfon her
his Neighbours and Ac lf;ipre.ent y lixe to do,in the view of all B Miftrefs, and her Mafter was the caufe of bringing her to that
whether he knew of anq | abntanrg. L defir’d him to tell me truly, unkappy end ; defiring that all- wounld take Example by her juit
s L nd fgmetl D, avd 1o wosconumd 10 s n's rd-
s ‘ b ¢ d1d not die with a Lje in Bed of hlames.
| ¥1§1llputll, or any thing that then might burthen his Conlcience. ﬁunfgs both underwent the due punifhment of their: hainous.
S He Crimes.
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Wietch, a Wife to the one,'and a Miftrefs to the other;: - &
. Let me defire every one to examine himfelf to- the. bottom Y
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touching all crying fins, particularly ‘touching Cruelty:.";Goci

himfelf is ‘rigorous in the fcrutiny he makes in an | -
Grimes: As if he would upon occgﬁon'take the Co'rb%ig?olcrli{ ' |
quelt: into his'own hand, he himfelf maketh Inquifition” for
-+ I'hefe two Wretches that were juftly Executed had tirge .
nough after the Fact to have fled frJom jI:Ihe rigour,ogaghzl?zé
having ‘the opportunity of four or five days to make thei;
Efcape ;-but furpriz’d with the Villanoufnefs of the Action.and
their Confciences being harraft with the fenfe of Gutlt, ‘;:hey"
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could not flee, but Jultice neceflarily took hold upon them. - .. -
- It hath paft into a Proverb long fince, That: Murder will ons.
- and the Hiftory of all Ages affords us wonderful Difcoveries of,’
it. Wherefore we ought to take warning, and not to fuffer g-
- ny revengeful Inclinations to harbour in our miinds, no Cruelty:
‘to'Neighbours, no Bloody Practifes again{t ‘Parents: or Relati-
ons : 1f we give way to thefe things our hearts becaming har-
: dened through the deceitfulnefs of fin, no wonder if the blackéft
!1 Crimes do follow, and one wickednefs {lily draw on another.
| Thgfe,defgxc;able Wretches neglected Inftruction, Mated to be
‘reform’d, lived 1n all manner o? Licentioufnefs , prophaned the
Sabbath, {lighted Ordinances. The Mafter often - ehgaged" in
= Quarrels, both at home and abroad, would not Be,*’pjerfwadéd,
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| ?ﬁfﬁlg ,p%‘ﬁﬁe{fl ;.ﬂ Wickednefs, and we have feen the End, a.
, ad-and-a {hameful End ; a way of Dying abhorr’d by Good Mep, - -
I and the Wicked may tremble at it, and learn to amend their
~§ ;_,wes,_ltp Eeéogcfitgerl ,(fZi_hrlfhans, than they have been former-.
g 1y * which God of his Infinite Mercy.grant, through Fefies Chrift
J {¢ CY. rough Fefus Chrift:
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